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Friedrich Hall. Who has more right than you, my dear
Julie, who have faithfully served in our house for nine-
teen years, to be with us in this festive hour. Please sit
down with us.

[JULIE looks uncomprehendingly for a moment at the Pastor,
then gulps and runs out quickly.]

Ida Hall Let her go. She's very upset at Christine's going
away.

Christine Hall Poor Julie. I shall miss her.

Friedrich Hall.

[Rising.]

And now, Christine, I'm going to make a little speech
in your honour. Perhaps both you and Werner will
forgive me if I seem to be a little bit of the clergyman
as well. But it's the last sermon you'll hear. After Paul's
remarks about pulpit oratory, I've decided to cut the
sermon out of our little marriage service tomorrow.

Paul von Grotjahn. Didn't mean it, Friedrich, old man.
Stick in the sermon again. Good discipline to try and
stop ourselves from going to sleep,

Friedrich Hall No, we'll have the sermon with the dinner
and if you don't like it you can bury your heads in your
plates. My dear children, I want above all things that
you should be happy. I pray God to give you His
wisdom and teach you to love each other always. I will
try to give you my own answer to the question of how
you may mutually love and understand one another.
I know that people don't ask this question any